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with higs two sons untll they purchased
the shipyard.

Wade, a keen sailor by
the age of ten, spent his
teanage yean wmking
different jobs at the
marina, including
in the boatyard
an Gervicas such
as boat launch,
bottom painting,
buffing and waxing.
A Certified Marina
Manager [CMM]), he
is also an accomplished
artist with MFA and MBA
degreas. In his currant role as prasidant
of Eldean’s, he manages day-to-day
oparations and heads up improvemant
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Family foundations
on the shores of
Lake Macatawa

Eldean Shipyard is a multi-award winning Michigan Clean Marina located
on the south shore of Lake Macatawa, which joins southern Lake Michigan
= one of the largest freshwater lakes in the world. Proudly managed by the
Eldean family since 1973, the 313-slip marina offers all modern amenities.
Charlotfe Niamiec invites marina president, Wade Eldean, to talk shop.

The US state of Michigan has owar
1,000 marinas, including mara than
&0 an the Great Lakes, but few are as
large or offer as many amenities and
services as Ekdean Shipyard

It began lile in 1901 as the Jesiek
BErothers Shipyard, which built,

plans, marketing and kng-term
planning for the marina

Today, Eldean’s is one of the oldest

launched and servicad small woodan
power boats and sailboats. In 1973,
brothars Herb and Roger Eldean
purchased it and,

ower the past 47 o
years, they have
expanded and
aexbensnely
rerovaled

ihe propearky

to creata the
marina it is
today. The
brothers owe
their passion

for marings to
their father, who
was himsell a
lang-timea fadaral
harbour master
in Chicago and
founder af the
state's Monroe
Street Harbor,
which he ran
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active marina and boatyvard tacililies in
tha U5 and its goal “is sl the same

— {0 pravide customars with first-class
service and resort-style amenities,”
says Wade.

The marina's 313 slips accommodate
boats ranging from 12-1204 (3.7m-
37m} on fixed docks of freated wood
pilimg and decking, with ste=l supports.
A 168ft (51m) double-sided gas dock
is also available o accommodate
larger boats - including superyachis
- for short-lerm stays. Each slip
has 30 ar S0amp power and lghting
padastals, waler and a dock box, with
subscription-basad wireless Internat
acocess.

The shipyard ollers ValTecl
marine gasaline and ValvTect
Premium maring diasel, along
with pump-out services, "COur
profesaional staff, with ower 250
years of combined experience, arg
FEE'EI]I' to mest the many and '-'Erj,'ing
needs of today's boats,” Wade
assarts, adding that they have
tecihnecians specalEing in painl,
varpishing, glass fibra, gelcoal,
carpantry, restoration, sailboat
riggQing. electronics, engines,
mechanical isswes, canvas and
uphalstery. The shipyard is also
an authorised service centre for
multiphe yacht companies, with
35-1on and 75-1on Marine Travelifts,
and & 15-ton hydraulic aikar,

The marina offers a fully stocked
ship's store, bathroom and shower
facilitbes located at each end of
tha marina. a swirmming peal and
bwo ot tubs that ars alevatad 1o
prowvide a good view of the harbour.

The marina's clubhouse offers TV, ping
parg, a small lending library and game
coflaction, while a modarn
childran’s playground,
multiple picnic arsas, a
sand volleyball court,

fish cleaning staticn and
charter services complete
the affering.

Ewear popular, tha marina
is currently at 9% 5%
pooupancy with & waiting
list. “For our year-round
customers — those who
5|||:’J with us i the surmmer
and store with us in the
wiribar — wa ollar such

.
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perks as a winter storage discount,
free use of the pocd house for their
special evenls, shp profarence and a
gym mambarship at Fit n 24" Wade
confirms.

With some boals permanently onsite,
seCunty is in place as a precaution,
but is not & deep concern. “With our
location al the end of the road, we
ara off the beaten path and forlunate
ta have tewear securily concerns than
othar marinas,” says Wade. "Our marina
slip-halders and guests ars issued keys
andior key cards for access to facilities
inciuding the bathrooms, laundry, pool,
dock carts and the fish cleaning station,
Cr buildings are secured and include
a monitoned alarm system through EBC
Securiby”
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